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Implementing principles & practices of 
‘Responsible Research & Innovation’ 

can help put risk assessment in context 
 

& 
putting risk assessment in context  

can help to better understand and address sources of controversy   





 
 
 

 



Concentration of Power & Capital 

Intellectual Property in the Form of Patents 

Competing Narratives of 
Development & Progress 

Divergent Visions for the Future for Agriculture 

The Character of Human/Nature Relations 

Different Paradigms of Knowledge 



The Social, Cultural and Economic 
Context of the Innovation 

& 
its Historical Legacy & Memory  

IS IMPORTANT 





“This experiment is ecologically 
irrelevant, but it is what they want…” 



 

“I want to do safety research in the 
public interest, but to do this I have to 

obtain my test materials illegally.  
 

Is that ethical?” 



The Social, Economic, Legal & Political  
Context of Regulatory Science  

&  
its Associated Ethical Aspects 

IS IMPORTANT 





Responsible Research & Innovation - RRI 



Responsible Research and 
Innovation (RRI) is an ongoing 

process of aligning research and 
innovation to the values, needs 

and expectations of society 
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Responsible Research & Innovation - RRI 

Image From: Schuurbiers, D & Fisher, E. (2009)  
Lab-scale Intervention EMBO Reports 10(5): 424-427  

 



Public Engagement: 
 In setting protection goals & endpoints, in 
 defining guidelines, in handling uncertainties...   

Open Access: 
 To test materials, to safety science, to 
 dossiers, to the process of risk assessment... 

Gender Equality 
 In science, in expert panels, in conferences, in 
 the types of questions & issues considered... 

Ethics 
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Feminist Care Ethics in the Governance of Biotechnology 



 
 
 

 



 
No…it is a really long journey requiring deep cultural change, but… 

 
 

Working to implement the principles & practices of  

‘Responsible Research & Innovation’  
can help put risk assessment in context 

 
And doing this will help us to better understand and address sources of controversy   

 
 
 
 
 
 

RRI: Are We There Yet? 
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